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rates. Another halfpenny! to give work to hundreds
of starving men! to transform a murky mass of building
into an object of beauty, which would gladden the eyes
of the citizens, re-establish the white background which
the sculptor, who placed those bronzes of Queen Victoria,
the Prince Consort, and Disraeli, counted upon to give
due effect to his statues, and re-create a piece of civic
architecture which would have helped to attract visitors,
even from abroad, to their city!

Since writing the above I brought this matter again
before a representative gathering when giving an address
at the opening of the Exhibition of British Artists in the
Walker Art Gallery. One of the City Councillors took
me aside after my speech and confided to me that the
real difficulty in carrying out my suggestion rested with
the Trade Unions, who would not permit the starving
men to accept wages below the Union standard, thus
loading the city with an expense which they were not
justified in assuming and preventing these poor fellows
from earning the small wage which would have given
them bread!